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Church Publishing Incorporated is pleased to offer this new and expanded volume of optional

commemorations of significant figures in the history of the Episcopal Church. It replaces the popular

Holy Women, Holy Men. By action of the 2015 General Convention, Great Cloud of Witnesses is

being made available for devotional or catechetical use and for use in public worship throughout the

Church. GCW reflects the lively experience of holiness, especially on the level of the local

community. GCW is accordingly a useful tool for learning about the history of the church and

identifying those who have inspired and challenged us from the time of the New Testament to the

present. Each entry includes a biographical narrative of the person or people, highlighting the

significance of their lives and witness. A devotional collect is provided in both Rite I and Rite II

language and a set of indexing tags suggests how the entry fits into the broader scope of Christian

history and delineates the Christian gifts and virtues that may have inspired the persons ministries.
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Summary: (new out of box)- content no complaints: looks great and reflects general

conventionNegatives: construction of book - cheapest possible - and a HUGE difference in quality

from s picture and old HWHM edition; HWHM was paperback but well made for use in worship. The

new one is flimsy in construction, cheapest paper stock, a binding that bends like a slinky (NOTE:

this makes a difference if you are holding it for, say, reading the collect during a service!), and is no

longer a handsome embossed matte cover that is durable. Instead it is a cheap cover - no frills, will



likely start to fray at the corners straight from the box, and is covered in that horrible plastic some

publishers use - the Saran Wrap that always starts to peel off if you use the book more than twice. It

is a drastic and disappointing departure in quality, and though certainly not the most expensive book

I've bought - even for liturgical works it's not a cheap purchase, especially for a paperback of this

quality. For quality this poor it should be closer to the $9 - 20 range.

Excellent. Very well written. Succinct and no extra space taken to be technical. It can be used as a

daily meditation quite well.

The School of Theology in Sewanee, TN is replacing Holy Women, Holy Men with this book per the

2015 General Convention. Great Cloud of Witnesses is for devotional or catechetical use and for

use in public worship throughout the Episcopal Church.

I can't believe it. No entries for the Holy Days that supercede other commemorations (e.g. Holy

Cross Day, Saint Mary Magdalene, Saint Michael and All Angels.) No readings suggested for each

saint!!! What a waste of trees.
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